Fort Bend Cares’ director glad to give back to community 
Happy to help By Todd Frantz Fort Bend Herald
Jill Curtis has always felt a need to be involved in helping others.

For more than 20 years, she has done volunteer work in Fort Bend County. Today, she is the Executive Director for Fort Bend Cares.

"After my daughter was born, I felt a need to give back," said Curtis. "I am so blessed in my life, so I wanted to give back, and that is why I got involved in volunteer work."

A Sugar Land resident for more than 20 years, Curtis got involved with Fort Bend Cares early on.

"Fort Bend Cares had two primary originating members, Dr. Bob McClendon and Jim Rice of Sugar Land. Both are members of the Christ United Methodist Church" Curtis explained. "The founders saw a need in the community to help existing nonprofits in Fort Bend County with their fundraising, that is how Fort Bend Cares really started." That was in 2004, and since then, Fort Bend Cares has given $570,000-plus to 501(c)3 charities in Fort Bend County. In fact, they have helped more than 20 organizations in the past year alone.

"Our Mission Statement is simple," Jill stated. "Fort Bend Cares' mission is to serve the disadvantaged children and youth of Fort Bend County."

"What we do is a little different than some nonprofit organizations," Curtis continued. "We accept Grant Applications from December 1 through the end of February and then evaluate those applications in March and April each year."

Fort Bend Cares is set up to help other nonprofits, awarding grants to 501(c)3 organizations that meet the stringent policies of ensuring the funds are bestowed based on accomplishing the mission of Fort Bend Cares: to help disadvantaged children.

Recipients have included nonprofits such as Fort Bend Women's Center, Fort Bend Young Life, the Second Mile Mission, Parks Youth Ranch, Fort Bend Family Health Center and many, many others.

"Basic human needs are always a priority when it comes to our criteria," Curtis shared. "Organizations that provide things like health care, dental care and other physical needs for children that otherwise might not get the proper care are always at the top of the list."

The organization, like most nonprofits, operates on the generosity of volunteers and donors.

"We have over 75 total volunteers and many generous donors, all who donate either time, financial support or both to our organization. Without them, we would not be able to accomplish our mission," Curtis added.

With a degree in Hotel Management from Cornell University, Jill Curtis worked for Hyatt Hotels more than 10 years before getting involved in volunteer work.

"I have been so blessed in the past 20 years to not have to work," she said. "It seems only right that I give back through volunteer work. It is so rewarding."

When not busy at work with Fort Bend Cares, Jill enjoys tennis and reading. Her husband, Sandy, is an environmental attorney. They have two children, Alycia and Brian, who both attend Texas A&M.

Fort Bend Cares has two primary fundraising events the horizon.

The 6th Annual Dinner Event is on Feb. 12. It is the "Ultimate Lounge Experience," with a Las Vegas theme showcasing delicious foods donated by area restaurants and features an Elvis impersonator.

Then on April 11, they will hold their annual Golf Classic at Sweetwater Country Club.

To learn more about Fort Bend Cares, call 832-392-1983 832-392-1983 or e-mail jillcurtis@fortbendcares.org.

To Dr. McClendon, Mr. Rice, Jill Curtis and all of the trustees and volunteers, thank you for living up to the name of your organization. It is great to have your caring foundation in Fort Bend County.

Reach Todd Frantz at tfrantz@fbherald.com.
